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IIT Spot gets tougher Jor CBSE, ISCE students
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“You simply cannot compare
different boards. Their per-
formance levels vary widely” he
said.

In 2009, Indian Institute of
Science (1IS¢) Bangalore sci-
entists PS Anil Kumar and
Dibakar Chatterjee compared
the performance of students
from India’s 29 boards over 10
years in a common examination,

The selection test for the
Kishore Vaigyanik Protsahan
Yojana (KVPY) is conducted by
the department of science and
technology each year to select
the brightest high school sci-
ence students, who are award-
ed a fellowship to pursue stud-
ies ih the sciences.

.~ Their results showed that

the average score of students
from the CBSE, CISCE, West
Bengal and Andhra Pradesh in
the KVPY test — a common
examination unlike the class 12
boards — in physics, chemistry
and mathematics far exceeded
those of aspirants from other
boards.

The results were published in
November 2009 in Current
Science, India’s top science

journal.

“Qur work clearly showed
that students from different
boards have different perform-
ance standards,” Chatterjee said.

An independent study by
Wipro and Educational Initia-
tives, a non-profit group start-
ed by alumni of the Indian
Institute of Management, Ahm-
edabad, published in December
2011 also concluded that CBSE
and CISCE students have high-
er performance levels,
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II'T: Nearly 400
students opt out
under exit policy

Vanita Srivastava

& vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes som

NEW DELHE: Even as the final allot-
ment of ITT seats is yet to con-
clude very soon, nearly 400 stu-
dents have surrendered their
seats after the second round of
allotment under the ‘exit poli-
cy’ introduced this year.

“We have so far got around
380 applications. I am hopeful
that the number will touch 400,
Organising Chairman JEE 2012
Dr GB Reddy said.

In an attempt to plug seat
vacancies, the ITTs have intro-
duced the policy under which
the student is permitted to sur-
render his seat within a stipu-
lated time (after second round
of seat allotment).

Those who surrender their
seats will get a refund of their
registration fees, In case of gen-
eral candidates, the amount
refunded is ¥40,000 and in the
case of SC/ST category the
amount is 320,000.

“The refund has definitely
acted as an incentive for the
child to inform the institute
before joining elsewhere. Till
last year after the registration
fees was deposited, the seat was
considered tobe filled, I am sure
this will help to minimise vacan-
cy of seats,” Reddy said,

Another advantage of the exit
policy is that these who sur-
render their seats also get a sec-
ond chance of sitting in the IIT
JEE exam,

After the second round of
seat allotment this year, there
were around 630 seats still
vacant including the surren-
dered seats.

As many as 435 seats were
offered in the second round of
allotment, of which 199 students

*The exit policy aims to
plug the seat vacancles.
s Under the policy, any
student who withdraws
his/her application will
get a refund of his/her
registration fees after
after deducting the
processing fee of 21,000.

=0Once the candidate
surrenders, he will be
eligible to sit for the
next years IIT JEE pro-
vided other eligibility
criteria are met.

did not accept. Among the phys-
ically disabled seats, there are
still 50 seats vacant,.

The third round and final
allotment of seats will be held
on July 6 after which the exact
number of vacant seats will be
known. w

This year has been eventiul
for the premier institutes. First
there was quota controversy.

Then came the much-debat-
ed change in the JEE format, It
ended with introduction of the
new percentile-based formula.
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[IM e-classes to
aid absentees,
other institutes

TECH SOLUTION For IM-Ranchi students,
lectures are now just a mouse-click away

Vanita Srivastava

m vanila shrivastava®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Institute

of Management-Ranchi is .

planning to launch a virtual
classroom facility, which will
allow students to ‘attend’ class-
es without being physically
present at the location, in
August.

With classes just a mouse-
click away, this facility is expect-
ed to make things easier for stu-
dents who are unable to attend
college for various reasons,
including illness.

Speaking on the virtual
classroom facility, which has
been hailed by many as a solu-
tion to the country’s education-
related issues, IIM-Ranchi
director MJ Xavier said: “Our
hostel is nearly 20 km from the
campus, There are occasions
when students find themselves
unable to attend classes because
of medical reasons. Also, there
could be some urgent matter
back home, for which the stu-
dent may have te go away. In
such cases, he can opt for
attending classes from his lap-
top after registering his login
credentials.”

The lectures would be broad-
cast live, and students will be
able to benefit from face-to-face
interactions with faculty mem-
bers.

ITM-Ranchi is also planning
to eonduct virtual classes for
students of Ranchi University.
“We are just two years old, and
our classrooms are still being
constructed. The Ranchi
University has offered some of
theirs, in return for virtual class-

VIRTUAL BENEFITS -

= Virtual classes would

" enable students, who are
not able to come to col-
lege due to various rea-
sons, to ‘attend’ classes
without being physically
present at the locatfon

» The virtual classroom
facility would prevent
students from lagging in
studies due to loss of
attendance, or being bur-
dened with work upon
returning

w The facility would alsg
enable lIM-Ranchi to pro-
vide quality education to
students in other
institutions;

es by our faculty members. A
projector will be used for the
purpose,” Professor Xavier said.

Stating that the virtual class-
room project with Ranchi
University would act as their
“test bed”, he said, “Our broad-
er objective is to extend virtu-
al education to many institu-
tions across the country. Qur
country suffers from an acute
shortage of quality edueation,
and virtual classrooms will help
in this regard.”

Students would be able to
register their attendance by
marking a biometric sensor with
their thumb impression, the
director said.

The students’ understanding
of the subject would be evalu-
ated by faculty members
through their notes on the sub-
jeet in a separate module,
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[ITGn ties up with Japan's

Ricoh Innovation

Ahmedabad: Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Gandhi-
nagar (HTGn) has tied up
with japanese group Ricoh's
California-based unit, Ricoh
Innovation inc {Ri}), to joint-
ly work on technology de-
velopment. “We had floated
proposal to Ricoh Innova-
tion to get involved with us,
to which they have agreed.
The wdea is to work together
on technology development
focussed on improving in-
teraction between peopie
and mformation,” said Sud-
hir K Jain, director of HTGn.
“An emerging market ke
india offers huge opportuni-
ties, and Ricoh Innovation
centre wants to understand
Indian market through us.
QOur students shall get in-
voilved in doing this,” he
said. Rl develops technolo-
gies for Ricoh, specialising in
office-imaging equipment,

1T, Gandhinagar, will
jointly work with the
California-based unit
of the Japanese
company on
technology
development

production print solutions,
document management
systems and iT services.

“One of the projects initi-
ated at the mstitute in joint
collaboration with Rl was
Book Snap, as a partof which
our students had developed
a hibrary linked software for
them,” said jamn.

“A project linked to
Smartbhoards in coilabora-
tionwith Rilis likely to kick-
start at the institute,” in-
formed sources in BTG,

in education sector, Rif's
free whiteboard share

iPhone application allows
users to capture and share
whiteboard discussions. it
removes unwanted artifacts
from the whiteboard imag-
es, making them easier to
read, share and print. Two
students from HTGn recently
were picked up by Ricoh In-
novations Private Limited
{RIPL), subsidiary of RH in
India, working to address
opportunities in india and
similar emerging markets.
“Two of our students have
been selected by Ri’s Indian
subsidiary, RIPL to work on
technoiogy development,”
said Jain. Being sanctioned
Rs10-crore grant by Gujarat
government to set up aCen-
tre of Excellence in Biomed-
ical Engineering, the insti-
tute is also scouting for col-
taboration with a US-based
leading healthcare service
provider. - P

IIT-B’S ROBOTICS CONTEST

HT, Mumbai

I1T-B HAS LAUNCHED its robotics competition, E-Yatra, open to all undergraduate engineering students
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GANGURDE IIT-B students have developed a programme through which a robot can fill potholes. At the upcoming fest,
teams can improve upon such programmes.

THE INSTITUTE will provide teams with a robot and a program created for the robots, which participants can
improve upon. One such program enables robots to fill potholes and clean city roads. MUMBAI: There may
soon be a robot designed by students that can fill potholes and clean city roads.

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (I1T-B) launched its pan-India robotics competition, E-Yantra, on
Tuesday, open to all undergraduate engineering students.

The institute will provide teams with a robot and a programme created for the robots, which participants can
improve upon. One such programme enables robots to fill potholes. “Why can’t we create a jhadoo-khatka robot
that can be used at public and private spaces? An important part of this initiative is to inspire youth to solve the
problems of the nation by leveraging innovative thinking,” said Kavi Arya, professor and coordinator of E-
Yatra.

The project has been sponsored by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) under its National
Mission for ICT in Education programme. It aims to provide hands-on learning infrastructure to students with
limited access to labs and mentors.

“Traditionally, when students wished to do a robotics project, they had to first build a robot, then work on it,
often faltering at the first hurdle,” said Arya. “Now, they have a commodity robot and an existing open source
code base.”

About 120 robots will be given to participants, who have 12 weeks to programme it. The finals will be held at

the institute’s annual technology festival, Techfest, in January 2013. To register log on to
www.eyantra.org/register.
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HT, Bhopal

AICTE sets up awards
for engineering institutes

HT Correspondent

® editorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The All India Council
for Technical Education
(AICTE) has instituted awards
for the best engineering
institutes and engineering
faculty in the country, nomi-
nation for which is open till
August 15.

Along with the Confederation
of Indian Industries (CII), the
AICTE has also launched a
yearly survey of industry-
linked engineering institutions;
with a view to map the best
practices by institutions and
industry in order to create a
benchmark for quality educa-
tion in the country.

The AICTE approved engi-
neering institutes and univer-
sity departments (government,
self-financing as well as pri-
vate) that have been in exis-
tence for at least ten years (as
on August 1, 2012) will be able
to participate in the survey and
also vie for the awards, a joint

AICTE-CII notification said.

The institutes should be
offering a bachelor’s degree
in at least three among six
streams including chemical,
civil, computer and informa-
tion technology, electrical,
electronics and communication
and mechanical engineering,

Awards will be given to over-
all best engineering institute in
the country, stream-wise hest
institute and stream-wise best
faculty member in abovemen-
tioned six streams.

The parameters of the sur-
vey include governance, cur-
riculum, faculty, infrastructure,
services, entrepreneurship and
innovation and placements, the
joint notification said.

The results of the survey and
the awards will be announced
during the AICTE-CII univer-
sity-industry congress, which
will be held in New Delhi on
November 8,

The details are available on
the AICTE website- www.aicte-
india.org.
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HT, Kolkata

lIT-KGP PROF NAMED JU’S NEXT V-C

KOLKATA: Professor of mechanical engineering department of
[T, Kharagpur (II'T-KGP), Souvik Bhattacharyya has been
named the next vice-chancellor of Jadavpur University (JU).
He is also a member of West Bengal Joint Entrance
Examination Board (WBJEERB). After Pradip Narayan Ghosh
retired [rom his position as vice-chancellor of the university
on April 14, Abhijit Chalkraborty from BESU was appointed as
interim vice-chancellor for six months. This was done to allow
the search panel constituted enough time (o lind a suitable
candidate for the post. The joining date of Bhattacharyva as
the vice-chancellor has not been decided yet. HTC
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HT, Mumbai

TWO LEOPARDS

SIRAY INTOIIT-B
CAMPUS, DRIVEN
AWAY BY GUARDS

HT Correspondents

m htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Early on Tuesday
morning, forest guards drove
two leopards away from the
Indian Institute of Technology
- Bombay (IIT-B) campus at
Powai.

According to officials, a male
and female leopard had strayed
into the campus last week
reportedly to mate.

II'T-B and the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park, Borivli share a
boundary.

“Going by their behaviour,
the leopards must have strayed
into the campus to mate. At
around 5.30am on Tuesday, our
guards managed to shoo them
away from the campus border
into the forest,” said GT
Chavan, deputy conservator of
forests, Thane.

On June 28, the forest
department received a call
from the IIT-B staff saying
they had spotted two leopards
walking around the staff quar-
ters. Since then, guards from
the state forest department
have been patrolling the cam-
pus.

“At around Tpm last
Thursday, residents of the lake
side building heard roars. We
called forest officials and the
police. While some residents
said they saw two leopards, a
male and a female, others said
they also saw a female leopard
with a cub,” said professor Urjit
Yajnik, dean of student affairs.
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